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Subpart D—Environmental Impact 
Statements

§ 10010.21 Purpose. 

This subpart provides supplemental 
instructions for implementing those 
portions of the CEQ regulations per-
taining to environmental impact state-
ments (EIS).

§ 10010.22 Statutory requirements. 

NEPA requires that an EIS be pre-
pared by the responsible Federal offi-
cial. This official is normally the low-
est-level official who has overall re-
sponsibility for formulating, reviewing, 
or proposing an action or, alter-
natively, has been delegated the au-
thority or responsibility to develop, ap-
prove, or adopt a proposal or action. 
Preparation at this level will ensure 
that the NEPA process will be incor-
porated into the planning process and 
that the EIS will accompany the pro-
posal through existing review proc-
esses.

§ 10010.23 Timing. 

(a) The feasibility analysis (go/no-go) 
stage, at which time an EIS is to be 
completed, is to be interpreted as the 
stage prior to the first point of major 
commitment to the proposal. 

(b) An EIS need not be commenced 
until an application is essentially com-
plete; e.g., any required environmental 
information is submitted, any con-
sultation required with other agencies 
has been conducted, and any required 
advance funding is paid by the appli-
cant or other appropriate party.

§ 10010.24 Page limits. 

An EIS should be as brief as possible 
and still convey the required informa-
tion. Normally this should be accom-
plished in less than 150 pages, though 
documents of up to 300 pages are ac-
ceptable for more comprehensive 
issues. Where the text of an EIS for a 
complex proposal or group of proposals 
appears to require more than the nor-
mally prescribed limit of 300 pages, the 
Commission will ensure that the length 
of such statements is no greater than 
necessary to comply with NEPA, the 
CEQ regulations, and this part.

§ 10010.25 Supplemental environ-
mental impact statements. 

(a) Supplement Environmental Im-
pact Statements (SEIS) are only re-
quired if such changes in the proposed 
action or alternatives, new cir-
cumstances, or resultant significant ef-
fects are not adequately analyzed in 
the previously prepared EIS. 

(b) The Commission will consult with 
the Office of the Solicitor prior to pro-
posing to CEQ to prepare a final sup-
plement without preparing an inter-
vening draft. 

(c) If, after a Record of Decision has 
been executed based on a final EIS, a 
described proposal is further refined or 
modified and if there are only minor 
changes in effects or they are still 
within the scope of the earlier EIS, an 
EA and FONSI may be prepared for 
subsequent decisions rather than a 
SEIS. As identified in Sec. 
10010.61(b)(1)(i), changes having no po-
tential for significant environmental 
impact are categorically excluded from 
environmental documentation require-
ments.

§ 10010.26 Format. 

(a) Proposed departures from the 
standard format described in the CEQ 
regulations and this part must be ap-
proved by the Executive Director. 

(b) The section listing the preparers 
of the EIS will also include other 
sources of information, including a bib-
liography or list of cited references, 
when appropriate. 

(c) The section listing the distribu-
tion of the EIS will also briefly de-
scribe the consultation and public in-
volvement processes utilized in plan-
ning the proposal and in preparing the 
EIS, if this information is not dis-
cussed elsewhere in the document. 

(d) If CEQ’s standard format is not 
used or if the EIS is combined with an-
other planning or decision making doc-
ument, the section which analyzes the 
environmental consequences of the 
proposal and its alternatives will be 
clearly and separately identified and 
not interwoven into other portions of 
or spread throughout the document.
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